
April 2, 2023 Explore the Bible

“Remain In Me” - John 15:1-17

Ask - “Have you ever grown fruit or vegetables? How successful were you?”

Background - Jesus was a master teacher who often used metaphors and analogies to depict
spiritual truths. During the upper room discourse, He used this approach with His
disciples to explain this necessity of being connected to Christ.

“I Am the Vine” - John 15:1-5,8
(v1-2) In this analogy, who is the vine? Who is the vinedresser? Who are the
branches? What is the fruit? What happens to the fruitless branches? Why are
the branches pruned? Discuss.

(v3-4) Have the disciples already been pruned? How? What must they do then
in order to bear fruit?

(v5,8) Who is ultimately responsible for enabling the fruit which is born on the
branches? What are some results of the branch’s fruitfulness?

JESUS COMPARED HIMSELF TO THE TRUE VINE. WE AS CHRISTIANS
ARE BRANCHES. IF WE ABIDE IN HIM, WE WILL BEAR FRUIT FOR THE
GLORY OF GOD THE FATHER, THE VINEDRESSER.

“I Have Loved You” - John 15:6-7,9-11
(v6-7) Compare those who do not abide in Christ with those who do abide in
Christ. Use what you’ve read in the previous verses to add to this discussion.

(v9-10) More specifically, we are to abide in Jesus’ what? How is this modeled
for us? How do we abide in His love? Again, how is this modeled for us?

(v11) Why did Jesus say these things? Why is it that we oftentimes have
difficulty finding joy in the words of Christ?

JESUS TOLD THE DISCIPLES THAT THEY WOULD SEE HIM AFTER HIS
DEATH. IN A GREATER SENSE, HE AND THE FATHER WOULD DISCLOSE
THEMSELVES (THROUGH THE INDWELLING PRESENCE OF THE HOLY
SPIRIT) TO ALL WHO LOVED AND OBEYED HIM.

“You Are My Friends” - John 15:12-17
(v12-13,17) Jesus opens and closes this passage of Scripture with what
command? What is the greatest act of love that one can do for his friends?
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(v14-15) What does Jesus call his disciples? What doesn’t he call them? Why
one and not the other?

(v16) How did the apostles come into being and what were they called to do?
What would they need to do in order to accomplish this (compare with verse 7).

JESUS CALLED THE DISCIPLES HIS FRIENDS AND COMMANDED THE TO
LOVE ONE ANOTHER. THEY HAD BE APPOINTED TO GO AND BEAR FRUIT
BY ABIDING IN CHRIST AND KEEPING HIS COMMANDMENTS.

Application - Like the apostles, we too are called to bear fruit. Jesus has chosen us for this
great task. In order to be successful, we must abide in Him and His love. This
means that we will keep His commandments - not as subservient slaves, but as
beloved friends. On a scale of 1 to 10, how well are you abiding in Christ right
now? What is 1 specific thing you could do or stop doing that would bring you
closer to Him?
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